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surrounded by a number of newspapermen. Patiently
Abdul Baha gives interviews to each, answering every
question and satisfying all. Here I will translate one of
the many beautiful interviews. It is the shortest.

7. Interview with the Newspapermen on the Steamer Deck

"What are your aims?" the reporter asks.

"Our aims/' he answers, "are Universal Peace and the
Oneness of the world of humanity. Last year I visited
London and Paris. This year I have come to America
to meet the lovers of Peace, perchance we may find a basis
for co-operation. It is my hope that the American Peace
Societies may consolidate their forces, and thus, shoulder
to shoulder, may render an effective service to human-
kind."

"How will Universal Peace be established?"

"By educating the public with the sentiments of Peace.
To-day the full realization of Universal Peace is a panacea
for every social disease."

"What are these diseases ?"

"One of the diseases is the poverty of the middle classes
through the unbearable burden of war taxation. This
craze for militarism has reached its height and shall soon
recede. The income of the farmer and of others is taken
by the power of a military government and foolishly
expended 'upon useless implements of destruction. The
prospect becomes gloomier every year because the war
budget of every nation is being increased without any re-
gard to the feverish signs of social unrest and industrial
upheaval. The people are seething with ideas of insur-
rection and agitation. Their burden has become too heavy
and their patience is exhausted. They groan under this
load, and grope in the darkness, seeking the light of
Peace. Their pitiful cries ascend to the throne of the